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Brownsville Jan 18 th 1866
Dear Mother
Finding time very heavy on my hands thought I might as well write you a few
lines and tell you how we finished our journey. I wrote you a few lines at Brazos so will
commence from there. We left on the morning train and went to White Ranch a place
about 15 miles from Brazos, found an Ambulance waiting for us and got aboard . When
we found our team was not inclined to move there was a Negro Regiment stationed at the
place and they all commenced beating the animals (four mules) when they started on a
run and they following and whipping it was a novel sight I guess for the lookers on for
they set off a shout that it seems to me I can heafit yet. After they were once on the way
we got along very well and arrived hear about three in the afternoon. Found Mr. & Mrs.
Plato well and glad to see us. He has wanted Warren very much I think for I heard him
say there was not a clerk in the office that amounted to any thing. Well now about this
place. I hardly know what to tell you from what I have seen I am not very favorably
impressed with it. There are plenty of the Liberal class of Mexicans here but the most that
I can make out of them is that they are a set of Guerriller Band and too lazy for anything
in the world. It is dangerous to show yourself after dark in the street for they murder
people for 50 cents here. It is only a few nights since they had a plot laid to kill Major
Plato. They found out that he brought a good deal of money with him. There was a
Mexican came to their room at the hotel after they were in bed and said that the General
wanted to see him at his office. Plato got partly dressed to go but his wife persuaded him
not to and the next day some one told him of the plot. I'm frightened to death if Warren
does not come home at just such a time for he does not got any ammunition as yet for his
pistol - every one goes armed here. We stopped the first night at Millers Hotel where
Major Plato and family are stopping self on the parlor floor but since then we have been
staying here at Victors Restaurant pay $35 a week board and 2.50 in specie for washing.
You never saw any thing like it. Plato is paying $50 a week at the hotel but has a great
deal better accomadation than we do. I have got a miserable little room with an old oil
cloth carpet that is full of holes and the dirt a foot thick underneath it. A cot bedstead two
cane seat chairs just ready to fall to pieces a shelf in the co for a wash stand. If I had
not brought our little looking glass we should not have had any. The food is so French
that we can not it all we get good is the beef and that I never saw equaled at home. Just
as tender as chicken and as sweet as can be. But don' t imagine I'm homesick not in the
least we shall get fixed in a room very soon and can then draw rations enough to live on
all except luxuries and those we cannot get until we can get to Matamoras. I am in hopes
the Liberals will take it every day and then they will call upon our troops to protect its
citizens and then we shall have troops stationed there and can go back and forward just as
we choose there is an American in Matamoras worth over a million dollars. He was over
and took dinner with Plato the day we stopped there and he has closed up himself got his
store shut up and money locked in safe just waiting until the place is taken. The soldiers
pillaged everything they can get hands on at Bagdad and it was full of handsome jewelry
silks and a great quantity of diamonds. Matamoras is just as~ ll off but the citizens will
take care of their valuables there as much as possible for they are expecting a fight and
can prepare for it.
There are some rooms in the same building with Warren's office which I think we
can have soon the Quarter Master that Plato relieved is occupying them now but will

soon leave for Washington if not they have some lumber and will build some houses for
us. We want to get somewhere as soon as we can for we are paying now just as much as
Warren is earning for our living. I wish mother you would make Fannie take a pencil
some night and write me down a lot of receipts for cooking for maybe I shall be house
keeper and want them. In fact, if we do not live with Plato's folks we think of having a
Mess that is Warren and I and the clerks there will be about three or four I suppose.
There is an old Darkie woman living there with them now who does the cleaning and
takes care of the rooms who would stay with me I think, but they hire a Mexican to cook
for them and pay him $10 a month. I do not imagine I could eat anything he was to co
any way and then I do not think we could afford to pay quite as much as that for a cook
so some evening when you are sewing make her write me some receipts. I want receipts
for all the different kinds of soups you know how to make except Oyster I think I can
remember that - your way of making bread too and all kinds of cake that you make and if
you see Manda make her give you her receipt over for fruit cake. I can make all kinds of
pie I believe except your new rules for Lemon and Cream. Lemons are very cheap here
and you know I have a fondness for them. Kinds of pie your pancakes of buckwheat.
Tell me if when you first start them if you don' t use yeast.
Write me anything you think of that I don't for they live well down here and I
don't want them to complain of my housekeeping if Warren should form a mess with
them. I would prefer that to living with Plato's family I think but don't know. Now
don't forget to write me a long letter and tell me all the news for it seems a month since I
left home.
Everybody write to me and don't wait for me I will send a letter to some one of
you about so often anyway and you can all read it and imagine it to you. Fan you have
nothing else to do so just go to work with your pen tell me all about Sully and when he is
coming home I have not written to him yet for I thought perhaps he had got there before
this time. How is Nuck and have they gone to housekeeping yet. - tell me everything.
How is Mrs. Foss and Hattie.
We received a letter from Sallie today written the 2nd of Jan she must be more
prompt than the rest of you.
I will go into the yard and pick some leaves and send/ , ou just so you can see
how nice it is here just like May for all the world. I have a leaf that I picked at Memphis
the 28 th of December that I thought was wonderful but it was nothing like this country.
Roses were in bloom when we came through New Orleans and the wild flowers were in
blossom all along the road when we came from Brazos. Must close with love to all not
forgetting the little ones. Mother how are you now days. Do you feel any better then
when we left. With lots of love as ever your affectionate Daughter Acea
(At the top of first page " If you have anything to send down McLauburgh and Bacon are
coming immediately. You can find them at the old office or McLauburgh at 480 N.
LaSalle) - written in Warren's hand.

